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UNCLE  SAM^S  FOREST  RANaSRS 


Episode  No,  83 


11:30  A-M,  to  12:30  P.M. 


OCTOBER  5,  1933  THURSDAY 


ORCHESTRA: 

ANIiOUITGER:  Uncle  Sarn*  s Forest  Rangers  — 

ORCHESTRA : QUARTET, 

ANNOUNCER:  Up  on  the  National  Forest  where  Uncle  Sam*s  Forest 

Ra,ngers  are  busily  engaged  guarding,  protecting,  and 

administering  the  forest  resources,  a period  of  drought 

has  caused  no  end  of  anxiety.  Day  after  da.y  for  severe.! 

weeks  a hot  wind  has  blown  steadily  from  the  South^vest 

drawing  the  moisture  out  of  the  air  and  parching  the _ 

vegetation  until  the  very  leaves  rustle  with  a harsh, 

crackling  sound.  Day  after  de.y  the  Forest  Rangers  have 

anxiously  watched  the  weather  report  as  the  ree^dings  of 

their  psychromet ers  showed  the  humidity  dropping  lower 

and  lower.  These  are  anxious  days  for  Uncle  Sam*s 

Forest  Rangers,  for  they  know  from  experience  that  under 

such  conditions  it  will  ta.ke  only  a spark  from  a 

carelessly  discarded  cigarette  or  a neglected  camn  fire 

to  start  a fire  on  the  dry  forest  floor.  They  know  only 

too  v«rekk  how  these  late  summer  fires  spring  from  a tiny 

blaze  into  great  conflagrations.  And  so  toda,y  at  the 

Pine  Cone  Ranger  Station,  Ranger  Jim  Robbins  has  directed 
his  assista.nt  Jerry  Q^.'-ick  to  "sit  tight"  at  the  Sta.tion, 
ready  for  any  fire  emergency,  while  he  pays  a visit  to 

the  camp  of  the  Civilian  Conser'^e.t ion  Corps.  As  we  tune 
in  at  the  Pine  Cone  Ranger  Station  v;e  find  Mrs.  Robbins 
just  answering  the  telephone.  Jerry  is  at  work  out  in 
the  tool  shed.  Here  they  are.  — 
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BESS  : 


JERRY: 

BESS: 

JERRY : 
BESS: 
JERRY : 
BESS: 
JERRY : 


(talking-  on  phone)  Hello  — this  is  the  Pine  Cone  Ranger 
Station-  - What?  — Oh,  Bald  Mountain  Lookout.  — Yes 
Billy,  what  is  it?  — Oh  dear,  just  a minute  till  I get  a 
pencil  — Go  ahead.  — On  your  radial  - 235?  — Yes,  - a.nd 
Windy  Peakes  radial  67?  — All  right.  — You  say  those 
lines  crossed  near  the  hee.d  of  - of  Clear  Creek?  Oh,  Billy 
that*s  a terrible  place  for  a fire  I — Yes,  Jim  has  gone  to 
the  Conservation  Camp,  but  Jerry's  here.  We'll  get  right 
after  it.  Keep  me  posted  when  there's  anything  new  to 
report,  won't  you  Billy?  — Goodbye.  (HANG  UP)  — 

(calling,  off)  Oh,  Jerry,  — Jerry  - come  quick)  — (TO 
HERSELF)  - Oh  what  a.  terrible  day  for  a fire  I — (RINGS 
telephone)  — Hello  Central?  - Say  Centra.l  get  me  the 
Conservation  Camp  as  ouick  as  you  can  I Make  it  special, _ 
it's  a fire  caHl  I — Tha.nk  you,  central,  I know  you  will. 
(COMING  IN  breathlessly)  What  is  it,  Mrs.  Robbins,  a fire? 
Yes,  Jerry,  a report  from  Billy  on  Bald  Mountain,  He  says 
it  just  started  up  about  five  minutes  ago,  — and  already 
it’s  boiling  up  like  a.  big  mushroom  J 
Where  is  it? 

Ba.ld  Mountain  235,  aaid  Windy  Pea.k  Lookout  67. 

Just  a minute  till  I tria^ngulate  that. 

Billy  says  it's  on  the  head  of  Clear  Creek. 

Yes,  — they  cross  up  here  at  the  head  of  Clear  Crea.k  - up 

baxk  of  Big  Scrcoggy  Mountain.  Gee,  that  ’ the  ^'/orst  plaxe 
on  the  District  for  ?.  fire  J There  a.in't  a.  roa.d  within  20 
miles.  - Golly,  to  get  fire  fighters  in  there,  they've 
gotta  waHk  miles,  with  their  tools  on  their  baxks  i 
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BESS: 

JERRY : 
BESS: 

JERRY : 

BESS: 

JERRY : 


BESS: 


(FADEOUT) 

(MUSICAL 


Pp.ge  3. 


Oh  dear,  how  could  a fire  over  get  started  in  a place  like 
that? 

Gosh,  I dunno. 

And  at  a time  like  this  I Jim  said  this  morning  it*s  the 
worst  fire  weather  he^s  seen  in  yea.rs. 

(excitedly)  Say,  I got  it,  Mrs.  Robbins  J Send  the  men  in 
by  a.irplane  i There’s  a,  long  park  up  there  on  the  hea,d  of 
Cl6a,r  Creek  — not  far  from  the  fire.  I believe  a rjlane 
could  la.nd  there  v/ithout  any  trouble  at  a.ll« 

Oh,  Jerry,  do  you  think  so?  i — I’ve  got  a c:all  in  for 
Jim  at  the  Conservation  Ca.mp.  De’ll  ask  him  a-bout  it. 
(talking  fast)  Fine]  — I’ll  grab  the  fire  truck  with  the 
tools  and  stant  for  the  cajnp.  You^t  in  touch  with  Jim 
and  tell  him  I’m  coming.  And  ca.ll  the  Supervisor  and  ank_. 
him  about  an  a.irplane.  Tell  him  to  ha.ve  it  meet  me  at  the_ 
Conserva^t ion  Camp.  If  the  pilot  can’t  land  on  the  banebadl 
diamond  a-t  the  camp  he  can  use  Old  Man  Barlow’s  mea.dow. 
(GOING  OFF)  So  long,  Mrs.  Robbins.  (TELEPHONE  RINGS) 
(answering  phone)  Hello  - hello  - is  this  the  Conser\''at,ion 
Camp?  I want  Jim  Robbins.  Is  he  there?  — Yes,  Ranger 
Jim  Robbins.  — Well,  send  somebody  after  him  just  a.s 
quick  as  you  can.  Tell  him  it’s  a ba.d  fire.  Tell  him  tha.t 
Jerry  Quick  is  coming  with  the  fire  truck.  Toll  him  I’m 
sending  for  an  airplane.  Tell  him  to  ca.ll  me  up.  Can  you 
remember  aRl  that?  — All  right,  now  hurry J (SOUND  OF  FIFJ] 
TRUCK  SIFiEN  OFF) 
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( SOUND 
JERRY: 

(SOUND 

JIM: 

JERRY : 
JIM: 

JERRY : 

JIM: 

JERRY: 

VOICE: 
JERRY : 
(SOUND 
JERRY : 
JIM: 

(SOUND 

(BABEL 

JIM: 

PILOT: 

JIM: 

PILOT: 


OF  TRUCK  MOTOR  COMING  UP) 

(shouting)  Hi,  Jim,  gosh  I*m  glad  you* re  here.  Have  you 
heard  from  Mrs.  Robbins?  i 
OF  MOTOR  stops) 

Yes,  Jerry  - I*ve  ta^lked  to  Bess  a.nd  to  Supervisor 
Ellsworth.  He*s  arranged  for  that  big  tri-motor  pla.ne 
from  Willow  Glen. 

Good  { Gee,  that  * s fine  I 

It  ought  to  be  here  any  minute, now.  We* re  getting  the  boys 
mobilized,  and  all  rea.dy  to  go. 

Good  i 

I*m  glad  you  brought  up  the  truck,  Jerry. 

We*ve  got  all  the  tools  and  everything  else  we  need  now. 

If  that  plane  ever  gets  here.  — 

(shouts)  There  she  comes  I 
Sure  enough,  there  she  is,  Jim  I 
OF  AIRPLAILE) 

I wonder  if  he  CPU  land  here. 

Yes,  he  csji  make  it  all  right.  — (SHOUTS)  Hey  J Keen  those 
boys  back  there!  Keep  * em  lined  uu  emd  out  of  the  way! 
AIRPLANE  COMING  DO’VN  — ENGINE  CUTS  OFF) 

OF  VOICES,  OFF) 

(CALLS)  Hello,  pilot  — 

(off)  Hi,  there 

Well,  you  made  good  time.  How  many  men  c^n  you  cp.rry? 

(UP)  Ten. 

All  right.  Jerry,  ^.^ou  go  with  the  first  loe.d  to  show 
him  the  way. 


JIM: 
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JERRY : 

Okay  Jim  2 

JIM: 

Kow  long  will  it  take  you  to  make  the  round  trip, 

pardner?  About  20  miles  a.irline« 

PILOT: 

About  half  an  hour. 

JIM: 

All  right,  we *11  ha.ve  your  next  load  rea.dy.  (SHOUTS) 

Climb  in  you  fellows  2 (BABEL  OF  VOICES,  OFF)  - Jerry, 

got  your  portable  radio? 

JERRY : 

Yeah,  it  * s in  my  knapsack. 

JIM:  . 

Oood  2 Set  *er  up  a.s  soon  a.s  you  rea.ch  the  fire  and  repori.-t; 

how  she  looks,  1*11  have  the  set  on  the  fire  truck  tuned 

in  to  receive  you. 

JERRY : 

Oka.y,  Jim. 

PINKIE: 

(COMING  UP  - TIMID  VOICE)  Say,  Mr.  Ranger,  — I aint  never, 

been  up  in  no  a,irpla,ne.  I — I don't  believe  I'd  bettor  go. 

(SEVEiUiL  BOISTEROUS  LAUGHS) 


VOICES: 

What*s  the  ma.tter.  Pinkie,  a.re  yuh  seagirt?  — you’d  pay  ten 

bucks  for  a.  ride  like  this  back  home. 

VOICE: 

Come  on,  Pinkiw,  show  ’em  you  ca.n  ta„ke  it  2 

PINKIE: 

Awright,  Mister,  I’ll  go. 

JIM: 

(heartily)  Thant’s  the  stuff,  kid,  show  ’em  you  ccji  taJeo 

it.  — Clim.b  in.  (LOUDER)  There  now,  a.re  you  all  rea.dy? 

JERRY : 

(SHOUTS,  SLIGHTLY  OFF)  All  ready  - let’s  go. 

ROAR  OF  AIRPLANE  UP) 


JIM: 

(shouts)  All  right,  Pilot,  we’ll  be  looking  for  you  in 

ha.lf  aji  hour. 

(SOUND 

AIRPLANE  TAKING  OFF) 

(CHEERS  FROM  THE  BACKGROUND) 
(FADEOUT) 
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(}.mSICAL  INTERLUDE) 

(SOUND  OF  ROAR  AN^  CFulCKLING  OF  FRARES  - CHOPPING-  IN  THE  DISTANCE  - 
lUN  COUGHING) 


VOICE: 

(shouting,  off)  Water  boy  1 Hey,  water  boy,  give  us  a 

drink.  — (CLOSER)  Gosh  1 A ma.n  would  choke  to  dearth  waitin 

for  you  to  come  Y/ith  that  water. 

PINKIE: 

It  a.int  good  for  yuh  to  drink  too  much  waiter. 

VOICE: 

Sez  you.  — Here,  fill  the  cup  a.gain. 

PINKIE:  Na.w  yuh  donH  I This  water’s  to  drink,  — not  to  wash  yonr 


VOICE: 

face  in. 

(off)  Key,  Pinkie.  Where’s  at  waiter?  Give  us  a.  drink. 

OTHER  VOICES:  Hey,  waiter  - Y/ater® 


JIM: 

(coming  up)  Hi  boys,  where’s  your  firema-n? 

1st  VOICE: 

: He  just  went  up  that  way,  Mr.  Ra.nger  ~ with  that  young 

ranger. 

JIH:  Y/ho  do  you  mean,  Jerry  Quick? 


1st  VOICE 

: Yea.h,  tha„t  * s the  guy. 

JIM : 

Tha.nks  ~ You’re  digging  that  trail  right  do^vn  to  bare,  soil 

aren’t  you?  Remember,  no  roots  or  sticks  left  in  ’er. 

1st  VOICE: 

: You  bet.  fOhere  a.int  no  fire  going  to  cross  this  tradl  - 

not  while  I’m  here.  But,  gee,  c?.n’t  yuh  get  that  wind 

to  turn  the  smoke  ba.ck,  and  give  us  a breafc? 

JIH: 

We’ve  gottao  take  it  as  we  find  it,  boys. 

3nd  VOICE:  If  you  see  that  wa.ter  boy  send  him  ba.ck  here,  will  yuh? 


JIK: 

(IIOVIIIG  OFF)  ( ■■'ITH  BACKOnOUlTD  OF  CHOPPING,  DIGGING, 

SHOUTING,  FIND  AND  FIRE)  All  right  son,  he“'  11  be  back  in 

(fadsout) 

e.  few  minutes.  Be  sure  you  hold  the.t  fire  line. 

Pa,ge  7. 


JIM:  (FADE-IN)  (shouts)  Hello  there  I Is  tha,t  you,  Jerry? 

JERRY:  (off)  (COUGHINO)  Hi,  Jim,  (Coming  up)  - I*ve  just  been 

shoY/ing  Joe  here  where  to  run  his  fire  line.  - Gosh  I 
That  smokers  so  bad  I can  hardly  brea^the.  (COUGHS) 

JIM:  Well,  your  location  seems  to  be  a,ll  right  if  Tie  can  get 

the  line  in  before  the  fire  runs  over  us.  (LOUDER)  Joe  - 
bring  up  part  of  your  crew  from  the  lower  slope.  We*Ye 
got  to  scra.tch  a line  in  here  quick  so  we  can  back-fire r 
- Jerry  - we  ca.nH  lose  this  line. 

JERRY:  We *11  do  our  best,  Jim.  You  know  that. 

JIM:  Sure,  Jerry,  I know.  1*11  go  find  some  men  to  throw  in 

here.  We*ve  got  to  hold  this  spot,  Jerry. 

JERRY:  We *11  hold  ’er,  Jim.  — (SHOUTIITG)  Hey,  Joe,  hurry  up 

with  those  men. 

(SOUND  OF  DIGGING,  CHOPPING,  INCREASES) 

JERRY:  (shouts)  Here  - start  digging  right  here  I Hey,  four  or 

five  of  you  fellov/s  give  me  a,  ha-nd  on  this  log  I - Hea.ve 
it  dov/n  the  hill.  — Now  altogether,  yo-heave  I yo-hea.ve  J 
(SOUND  OF  CRACKING  TIMBER,  CHOPPING,  SHOUTING) 

VOICE:  (calling,  OFF)  Hey  I - Kelp  - she*s  jumped  the  line J 

JERRY:  (SHOUTS)  Jump  on  that  spot  fire  1 Tramp  it  out  before  it 

gets  started J (SOUND  OF  MORE  SHOUTING  AND  CHOPPING, 
CRACKLING  OF  FLAMES) 

2nd  VOICE:  (SHOUTING,  OFF)  Y/e*ve  gotta,  ha.ve  more  men  J We  can’t 
hold  * er  here,  Jerry] 

JERRY:  (shouts)  Sta/y  v/ith  it,  Joel  — don’t  give  up!  1*11  see 

if  I ca.n  get  some  more  men. 


i 

I 


> 
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(SOUND  OF  REPEATED  BLASTS  OF  POLICE  UHISTLS) 

3rd  VOICE:  (V/EAKLY,  CHOKING)  Say, Mister,  I*ve  gotta  get  out  of  here. 
I can*t  stand  it  no  longer] 

JERRY:  That  * s all  right,  buddy,  you  go  dovrn  the  hill  till  you  get 

out  of  the  smoke.  Lie  doi.m  on  the  ground  till  you  get 
your  brea,th  - see?  - and  then  eome  back.  We’re  going  to 
need  you  later* 

JIM:  (coming  up)  How’s  she  g;oing,  Jerry? 

JERRY:  (coughing)  ¥e  c^n’t  hold  her  without  more  help,  Jim. 

These  boys  a,re  all  in. 

JIM:  I’ve  got  twenty  fresh  men.  They’ll  be  here  in  a minute c 

2nd  VOICE:  (IN  THE  DISTANCE)  Hey  --  help  I — She’s  getting  away  I 
(ROAR  AND  CPuiCKLS  OF  FIRE,  UP) 

(THEN  FxEPSATED  BLASTS  OF  POLICE  WHISTLE,  ISN  SHOUTING, 
CHOPPING,  CONFUSION) 

(lUSICAL  INTERLUDE) 

(FADE-IN  WITH  BABEL  OF  VOICES) 

1st  VOICE:  Hey,  got  any  more  of  that  coffee  over  there? 

PINKIE:  Yeh,  A whole  bucket  full. 

Lst  FIRE 

FIGHTER:  Gimme  some  more  of  those  beans  1 — I a.int  never  been  so 

hungry  in  my  life. 

2nd  FIRE 

FIGHTER:  Sa.y,  did  you  see  Pinkie  do  the  hand  spring  when  the  fire 

drove  the  ra-ttlc  snakes  out  on  the  tra.il?  (SEVERAL  LxVUGH) 
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3rd  FIRE 
FIGHTER; 

Yeh.  He  thought  he  was  an  aarplane.  Tr^'-ing  to  take  offo 

PINKIE: 

Oh,  is  za.t  so?  I guess  youM  ta.ke  off  too  if  you  stepped 

on  a.  ra-ttle  sna.ke. 

Snd  FINE 
FIGHTER: 

Hey,  Pinkie,  are  you  going  to  walk  home  or  hitch  hike? 

PINKIE: 

Aw,  nertz  to  you,  guy.  I*m  going  to  pilot  the  pla.ne. 

The  guy  saad  I could. 

(DERISIVE 

LAUGHTER) 

3rd  FIRE 
FIGHTER: 

Hey,  when  do  yiq  go  back  to  camp,  Mister  Ranger? 

JIM: 

(COKIIIG  UP,  CHUCKLING)  All  depends  on  the-  weather,  boys, 

We're  going  to  pe.trol  this  fire  d.ay  and  night  till  she's 

out  • 

JERRY : 

(coming  up)  Hell,  Jim.  The  fire  line’s  looking  great. 

I believe  we’ve  got  her  beat  1 

JIM: 

Yep,  Jerry,  it  looks  pretty  good  this  morning.  — But  we 

ca.n’t  take  a^ny  cha.nces.  Me ’re  going  to  divide  the  men 

into  throe  shifts,  and  keep  a^  consta.nt  patrol  till  the 

fire’s  out,  — This  is  going  to  be  a.nother  one  of  those 

fires  t h at  di  dn  ’ t get  aaTay . 

JERRY: 

(UITH  emphasis)  You’ve  sa.id  it,  Jim.  Ue’ve  got  ’er 

corra.lled,  a^nd  we’ll  never  let  ’er  go. 

(FADEOUT) 
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ANIIOUNCER:  v/ell,  another  fire  that  started  out  to  reduce  a 

bea-utiful  green  forest  to  ashes, -but  snanpy  action  by 
Uncle  S.an*s  Forest  Rangers,  and  the  boys  of  the  Civili''^n 
Conservation  Corps,  brought  the  fire  under  control.  And 
ne*re  hoping  the  ucather  nill  do  its  part  by  sending  rair 
to  make  the  forest  safe  once  more.  — Consta.nt  vigilance, 
quick  action,  ha,rd  uork,  ?.nd  care  rith  fire  in  the 
forests  a,re  necessary  to  keep  them  green  and  growing.  Ue 
can  help  Uncle  Sen’s  Forest  Rangers  by  never  throwing 
awa.y  burning  tobpxco,  never  lea„ving  a,  caxipfire  vrithout 
putting  it  out.  And  don’t  discard  bottles  or  glass  war^ 
in  the  woods.  They  have  been  known  to  act  as  burning- 
glasses  to  start  fires  by  the  hea.t  of  the  sun’s  rays, 
Alwa.ys  be  careful  with  fire  in  the  forests,  folks,  a.nd  do 
your  part  to  protect  them. 

This  program  comes  to  you  a„s  a present ?.t ion  of  the 
National  Broa,dce.st ing  Cornpa.ny,  with  the  cooperation  of 
the  United  States  Forest  Service. 


lb-9: 35  A.M. 
Oct . 3 , 1933 
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